
PHOTOGRAPHY ACROSS THE LATITUDES
4 – 11 July 2008

Trip Outline
The expanse of wild land that lies north of Fairbanks provides extraordinary opportunities

for photography. A single road, the Dalton Highway, which the locals know simply as the Haul
Road, crosses this land. We will drive north from Fairbanks and pass through the lake-filled
northern reaches of the boreal forest. In these woods and wetlands breed millions of birds and
mammals. Along the way we will look for many species of wildlife from moose, Black Bears,
and wolves to Northern Hawk Owls, and Solitary Sandpipers. The rolling forested hills provide a
subtle but beautiful backdrop to our journey. Mid-way to the Brooks Range we will pass over the
powerful Yukon River where we will stop for lunch and to create images of the swirling water
and surrounding bluffs. As we near the mountains the forest fades slowly into alpine tundra and
in this mosaic lays our first destination, the historic community of Wiseman where we will spend
our first two nights.

In our days based near Wiseman we will venture into the peaks and valleys of the Brooks
Range. In this area, live an entirely different suite of animals from those in the boreal forest. We
will hopefully find Dall Sheep, Grizzly Bears, and a collection of upland breeding birds
including the rarely seen Yellow Wagtail, Northern Wheatear, Smith’s Longspur, Gray-crowned
Rosy Finch, and Arctic Warbler.

After a full day exploring the range we will continue north across Atigun Pass where the
land falls away toward the Arctic Ocean in the enormous sweep of the Coastal Plain. This is the
land of the caribou and we may see members of the Central Arctic Herd as we travel. Eventually
we will find ourselves at Galbraith Lake where we will camp for a night before boarding a bush
plane the following morning for Teshekpuk Lake.

Teshekpuk is a little known gem of the Arctic Coastal Plain and is home to thousands of
geese, ducks, eiders, shorebirds and the Teshekpuk Herd of caribou. This exquisite area is
threatened by oil development and lease sales for the region are pending.  This trip is a rare
opportunity to see the place, share it’s wonders, and hopefully prevent the expansion of industrial
oil development into this delicate area. We will spend three days exploring the tundra and
creating images of the wildlife and landscape before returning to Fairbanks by bush plane.



Itinerary
4 July: Pre-trip meeting in Fairbanks to discuss the trip and get to know one another.

5 July: We will get an early start and drive north up the Elliott Highway from Fairbanks to where
it joins the Dalton Highway at the remote community of Livengood. Here we will leave the
pavement and head due north through the boreal forest. We will stop for lunch near the Yukon
River then pass across the Arctic Circle and into the land of the midnight sun. Sometime in late
afternoon we will arrive in Wiseman and settle into a Bed and Breakfast.

6 July: We will venture into the Brooks Range to hike and photograph. We may explore the
Chandalar Shelf, a broad glacial valley that provides long views of the surrounding mountains.
We will go as far as Atigun Pass to look for Dall Sheep on the rugged mountains above and
search for alpine breeding birds before returning to Wiseman for the night.

7 July: We will rise early and head across the Brooks Range and down onto the coastal plain. We
will make stops in the foothills to take photos of Yellow Wagtails and Smith’s Longspurs in
Atigun Valley. Then on across the tundra with another stop where we will, with luck, find and
photograph Bluethoats. The night will be spent at Galbraith Lake Campground.

8 July: A pilot will pick us up in the morning and carry us to Teshekpuk Lake. Located some
distance south of the community of Barrow, the land and wetlands surrounding Teshekpuk is
remote and rich. We will establish a camp in an area promising for wildlife and spend the next
days exploring and photographing the area.

9 July: In the midnight sun, we will spend our waking ours when the light is best for
photography, sleeping when we wish. Many species of ducks and shorebirds will be present on
the tundra and lakes, and if we are fortunate, the Teshekpuk Herd of caribou may be in the area.
Arctic Foxes, Arctic Hares, Arctic Ground Squirrels, bears and other mammal species may be
seen as well.

10 July: Another day at Teshekpuk, looking for wildlife and exploring the tundra.

11 July: In the morning or early afternoon depending on the weather, the plane will arrive to
shuttle us back to Coldfoot, south of the Brooks Range. There we will catch our return flight to
Fairbanks where the trip will conclude.

Cost from Fairbanks: $4,300 per person.

For more information contact: Dave Shaw dave@wildimagephoto.com, 907-590-7023

To book this trip please visit: www.arcticwild.com or call 1-888-577-8203


